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   Directors’ Column: 
As we look forward to the coming of Spring, we think 
of the transformation that happens in our landscape. 
We think of the determination of each plant as it grows 
and breaks through the melting snow to turn our 
whites and browns into a palette of vibrant colors. This 
growth does not happen all at once, but is rather the 
work of time and effort under the soil and within trees 
and plants throughout the long winter months.  
 
As we reflect on this coming season, we are excited to 
introduce our 2021 theme to you. We kicked off this 
theme during National Conductive Education Day last 
month — highlights are included in this newsletter. 
Just as the plants are determined to grow and change 
this Spring, we at CLC are also "Determined to Be."  
 

 
 
We are determined to be advocates for our amazing 
students and families, a positive voice for people with 
disabilities within our community, thankful for our 
powerful community supporters, and most 
importantly, optimistic about the future.  
 
CLC students show us every single day that they are 
Determined to Be...stronger, more independent, eager 
to learn, inspiring, and so much more.  As we journey 
through this next season, we ask you to reflect on our 
mission and think about how the stories of CLC shared 
in this newsletter and beyond may have shaped what 
you are "Determined to Be" in 2021.   

 
Andrea Swiger, Program Director 

Angela Freier, Director of Development 

“Where children with motor disorders gain independence and confidence.” 
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What’s Inside: 
• Maggie: Making Strides 
• Meet Board Member: Bill Shefferly 
• National Conductive Education Day 
• Upcoming Events 

conductivelearningcenter.org 

Amway River Bank Run 
 
The 2021 Amway River Bank Run has been postponed to October 23rd for the 
safety of all. Additional information coming soon! 

 

CLC Featured Student: Maggie 
Meet Maggie!  Maggie is an energetic toddler who loves to blow kisses.  She 
began attending CLC last fall when she was 17 months old and her parents 
were concerned that she wasn’t meeting developmental milestones.  They 
heard about CLC during an appointment with Maggie’s neurologist at Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital.  In the last seven months, she has learned how to 
keep her balance when she’s sitting and playing on the floor, transfer 
independently by four-point crawling, and take independent steps between 
parallel bars.  She is enthusiastic about her new-found mobility, and like most 
toddlers, she is eager to be on the go, exploring the world around her.   

When asked about their family’s experience with CLC’s Parent and Child 
programming, Maggie’s Mom, Melanie, shared, “CLC has challenged Maggie 
in fun ways that has opened up opportunities for her growth.  In addition, CLC 
has taught us, as parents, important techniques to help Maggie thrive in her 
daily routine.  We have been impressed and are forever thankful for CLC’s 
individualized approach to help Maggie be the best version of herself.”  

Do you know someone with an infant or toddler showing delayed motor skill 
development?   For more information about CLC services,  contact Program 
Director, Andrea Swiger at aswiger@conductivelearningcenter.org. 

Did you know? 

Conductive education uses 
the dynamics of group      
interaction. This setting 
provides the opportunity 
for children to motivate 
and learn from each other, 
while in an age appropriate      
setting that promotes social 
interaction.  



 
Although it looked a little different this year, we still had a fabulous time celebrating 
National Conductive Education Day! 
 
To make the day special and continue to raise awareness for conductive education 
and its impact, CLC sent out more than 40 “Party Boxes” to families, local partners, 
and supporters. The boxes included fun CLC swag, treats, and a list of ways to 
spread the word and inform more people about conductive education.  
 
On February 18th, CLC families shared their stories and “Determined to Be” goals 
on social media.  On Friday, February 19th, CLC hosted a Virtual Zoom Celebration 
that brought together more than 20 different families and organizations to honor 
Chuck Saur as the 2021 CLC Ambassador and celebrate together the positive 
impacts of conductive education through the programming offered here at CLC.  
 
A special thank you to our community supporters who joined our celebration: 
Aquinas College, Disability Advocates of Kent County, Great Start Collaborative,   
Special Olympics Michigan, and Rep. Thomas Albert who supported the resolution 
to officially recognize this year’s National Conductive Education Day in the 
Michigan House of Representatives.  

P osition with CLC:  Treasurer and Secretary, Board of Directors 
 
J ob  T itle &  E mp loyer:  Financial Services Specialist, Grand Rapids  
Public Schools 
 
T ell us a little ab out yourself :  
I grew up in Dearborn, MI and after graduating from Western Michigan University, I was drafted into the US Army for 
two years.  I am married (Mary for 47 years) and have two grown sons (Tom and Bob) and a daughter in-law (Kim).  I 
am a CPA and have worked in public accounting, professional services, and higher education (Ferris State University & 
Aquinas College). I have been with GRPS for the past 10 years. My favorite hobby is golf. 
 
H ow did you get involved with CLC? 
I was Harry Knopke’s (CLC Board President and Former President of Aquinas College) VP for Finance at Aquinas when 
the CLC was created and worked directly with the CLC staff who were then part of the College’s School of Education.  
When the previous Board Treasurer resigned, Harry asked me to serve, which I happily agreed to do.  
 
What draws you to CLC’s mission? 
The children and young adults whose lives improve significantly from 
conductive education principles taught by a wonderful staff. 
 
What would you want to share ab out CLC and its p rograms that 
mayb e some readers don’t know? 
I want to emphasize the quality of the teachers and staff who love and care 
for every student on a daily basis.  Also, that the CLC is the only conductive 
education school in North America that has an ongoing professional 
relationship with Petö, which is the world’s leader in conductive education, 
and adheres to Petö’s teaching principles. 
 
What is your advice to someone who is looking f or ways to help  
CLC and get more involved? 
To serve on a committee such as instructional programming, events, or 
other development initiatives. Also consider making a financial gift. 

Special Olympics Michigan celebrates inclusivity with us!  

CLC student, Mackenzie, shares that she is “Determined 

to Be a person who is not afraid of a challenge.” they are “Determined to Be…”
 

CLC student, Magnus, joins virtually from MN. 

Long-

son, Dan, as he was honored as CLC’  

CLC student, Johnny, shares he is “Determined to 

” 

MARCH  IS CE RE BRAL P ALSY  AWARE N E SS MO N T H  
 
Children and young adults with cerebral palsy make up approximately 80% of students here at CLC. Visit the 
Cerebral Palsy Foundation at yourcpf.org to learn more about CP, its history, current research, new support 
projects, and the ways you can help raise awareness. 

SAVE THE DATE 
E vening of  Celeb ration 

O ctob er 12 |  2021 

Meet Board Memb er: 
Bill Shef f erly 

N AT IO N AL CO N DU CT IV E  E DU CAT IO N  DAY  
Feb ruary 18  |  2021
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