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   Director’s Column: 
The Conductive Learning Center of North America has 
never shied away from a challenge. We teach our  
students to face each obstacle with creative thinking, 
persistence, and determination. As we reflect on the 
past year, we focus on the many opportunities we have 
had to put our own growth mindset into action as an 
organization. This has been a year of change; however, 
we have remained steadfast in  maintaining traditions 
and quality programming at CLC. In this newsletter, 
you will see just that. From online summer program 
success stories to a positive response to CLC’s first  
Virtual Day of Giving, we hope you can see our resolve 
to adapt and rise to each challenge before us.  

We were thankful to be able to open our doors to  
in-person conductive education programming this fall. 
Thanks to the efforts of our entire school community, 
we have safely remained open, and we are hopeful we 
will be able to continue seeing our students’ smiling 
faces in our classrooms as they take on new physical 
challenges each day.  

As CLC’s new Program Director, I am grateful to have 
been mentored by Dr. Andrea Benyovszky throughout 
my tenure as a conductor-teacher and time at Aquinas 
College. She worked tirelessly to instill the values of 
conductive education in each teacher she mentored, 
and I am thankful to have worked so closely with her 
over the past 19 years. As I settle into this new role, I 
aim to build upon the foundation laid over the past two 
decades. I am confident that CLC has a bright future. 
The heart and effort brought forth by the entire staff 
demonstrates to me each day that we are committed to 
serving our families at the highest level – no matter 
the circumstances.   

We know that this has been an unpredictable year for 
everyone. However, as we share our students’  
successes, we hope they inspire you and serve as a  
reminder that our power to overcome challenges is 
greater when we band together. Please enjoy this peek 
into CLC life and know that your continued efforts are 
helping us grow stronger every day.   

Andrea Swiger, Program Director 

“Where children with motor disorders gain independence and confidence.” 
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Meet Alisha… 

Her smile says it all – Alisha loves coming to CLC!  Alisha, who lives here in 

West Michigan, started in our Early Childhood Program in the fall of 2011 and 

has been attending conductive education programming at CLC ever since.  She 

has blossomed into a confident 16 year old with an infectious laugh, and her             

love for learning new skills is inspiring to all who see her work in the  classroom. 

 

During the mandated school closures in the spring, Alisha started participating 
in CLC’s virtual support sessions which she continued during our five-week 
summer session. She and her family enjoyed the opportunity to have CLC      
conductor-teachers virtually “visit” at home to share customized activities that 
would support and extend her learning. She was especially excited to work with 

her teachers to find ways to develop her balance 
and stability in sitting position. While she        
enjoyed these online sessions, Alisha was thrilled 
to start back in-person at CLC in September, and 
we feel so fortunate to continue to be a part of her 
educational journey. We can’t wait to see what 
this year holds for her and our other amazing 
CLC students. Be sure to cheer them on by  
checking in and commenting on our Facebook 
page for #CLCSuccessStorySaturday posts.  

Alisha shows off her sitting skills while 
showcasing her Halloween spirit. 

 

"Alisha looked forward to her virtual 
sessions. She enjoyed learning        
exercises she could do at home, and 
especially loved the times where the 
whole class met together or multiple  
conductors were present on the          
call--she's kind of a social butterfly." 
            - Nancy Bykerk, Alisha’s Mother 

“I missed seeing everyone in 
person, but it was beneficial 
for me, and I definitely 
gained new skills and     
improved others! Thank you!  
                 - Mackenzie Porter 

2020 Summer Program: A Virtual Success! 

For the last 21 years, CLC has offered a summer camp for students. This past summer, things were different, but that 

didn’t stop CLC from serving our students and families. The program was hosted online, continuing the virtual       

support sessions that were offered to families due to the closing of schools because of the COVID-19 Pandemic.        

Individual sessions with the conductor–teacher team, as well as virtual group sessions with peers were offered.   

Twenty students of all ages, from Michigan and beyond, worked hard on and off the screen bringing their family      

together to partner with CLC program staff to achieve their goals within their home setting. It was truly amazing to see 

all of the perseverance and growth that was achieved during this unusual, yet unforgettable summer camp.  



Thank You to our Supporter 
Level and Above Sponsors! 

Alan and Debbie Abraham 

Paul and Cathy Boyer 

Richard H. Brown Foundation 

Douglas DeBoer Memorial Fund 

Ted and Barbara Hohman  

Mike and Sue Jandernoa 

Tim and Shann Patton 

Edwin and Tracey Spencer 

Simon and Mary VanderKooy Foundation 

Bob and Judy VanDongen 

Randy and Linda Wagner 
David and Jane Zylstra 

EVENING OF CELEBRATION 
DAY OF GIVING 2020 

Save the Date 

October 12th 
 

Evening of Celebration 2021 

Auggie shares his virtual success. 

KJ is interviewed by Shelley Irwin over Zoom. 

Participants enjoyed a number of videos — including a virtual tour of our new facility. 

For this year’s Evening of Celebration - Day of Giving,  
people from across the globe joined CLC and local radio 
personality, Shelley Irwin, on our Facebook page and   
website to watch testimonial videos, interviews, and fun 
new adventures—all to support the work of CLC and raise 
awareness for conductive education. 
 

Our faithful sponsors came through in their support of 
CLC. The adapted format allowed for a new element of 
peer to peer fundraising to take place on social media. A 
special thanks to all who participated—especially our own 
CLC families who went above and beyond to make the day 
a success. Our top fundraising team was honored with a 
piece of  custom artwork from CLC’s own Sarah McCabe.  
 

Together, we raised close to $130,000! 
 

We are grateful to all of you who joined us and for your 
continued generosity and commitment to CLC. We look 
forward to gathering together next year for another     
amazing Evening of Celebration to help students with    
motor disabilities grow Stronger Every Day! We can’t wait 
to see you there! 



A tradition of walking/running as a part of the River Bank Run was started by CLC families over a decade 
ago. This grassroots effort has grown each year with CLC being a frequent official Charity Partner for the 
race. While the event certainly looked different this year, we embraced the change and hope you enjoy   
seeing our students’ excitement as they participated in the virtual “walk” event. 
 
CLC was honored to once again be a Charity Partner for the 2020 Amway River Bank Run. Donations     
totaling  over  $18,000  to  Team  CLC  were  directed  toward  our  “Champion  a  Child  Scholarship Fund”  
to enable more children with motor disorders to learn their way to independence at CLC.  
 
A special thank you to our official Road Warrior, Gabriella Gottlieb, as well as CLC’s top fundraiser for this 
year’s event, Matt Nolan. We could not have done this without the support of all members of Team CLC! 
It’s never too early to lace up your running shoes for next year’s event. Get ready — CLC is an official    
charity partner once again for the May 2021 Amway River Bank Run! 
 

Thank You to our Sponsors! 
 
 

2020 Amway River Bank Run 



 

 
 

The Conductive Learning Center of North 
America is participating in #Giving Tuesday 
2020, and we've got an amazing opportunity 
for you to Double Your Impact! 

 

Through the wonderful support of a generous, 
local foundation, all donations made on 
#GivingTuesday will be matched Dollar-for-
Dollar and go to support CLC's Moving         
Forward Capacity Campaign! 

 

Our goal is to serve more students and to       
optimize their educational opportunities 
through spaces designed with conductive      
education in mind. The three-year initiative  
began with the renovation of our new facility. 
As the campaign progresses, additional plans 
are being implemented including expanding 
scholarships for students, hiring additional 
conductor-teachers, and building a playground 
designed for CLC students.  
 

Want to get involved? Visit the link below: 

Give.classy.org/moving-forward-campaign 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

If you are interested in learning more about        
opportunities to support CLC, contact Director of        
Development, Angela Freier, at 616-575-0575 or  
afreier@conductivelearningcenter.org. 
We hope you’ll consider making a gift today at 
www.conductivelearningcenter.org/donate.  

Our Mission 
To provide opportunities for individuals with motor challenges to achieve optimal physical, cognitive, and social independence 

through the application and promotion of conductive education principles.  
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National  
Conductive   
Education Day 
February 18, 2021 
 

Conductive Learning 
Center will celebrate 
National Conductive 
Education  Day on 
February 18, 2021. 
Stay tuned for more 
details about the 
day’s events and    
festivities! 

https://www.classy.org/give/292764/#!/donation/checkout
mailto:afreier@conductivelearningcenter.org

