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I think we can all agree that we are facing some very unusual times 

as the world reacts to circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 

pandemic.  As a school, we were saddened to temporarily put our 

traditional conductive education services on hold, but our staff  

hasn’t missed a beat.  We immediately found opportunities to serve 

our families in new and innovative ways.  We are currently  

launching our first ever virtual support sessions for students that are 

designed to provide guidance for developing routines that foster 

physical well-being and an active lifestyle outside of the school  

setting.  This work has already been very inspiring for our staff, and 

we’re eager to provide our students and families with support during 

these unexpected times.  We can’t wait to share more with you!   

In the meantime, I hope you’ll enjoy taking a stroll through memory 

lane as this newsletter highlights many happy times we’ve shared 

together from the past year.  As we continue on this journey, I am 

thrilled to announce that our team is growing.  We are pleased to 

welcome Angela Freier as our new Director of Development.   

Angela is eager to dive into the role, and we hope you enjoy  

learning more about her and her vision for helping CLC move  

forward on page eight.  

It has certainly been a big year for CLC – and many of these  

milestones wouldn’t be possible without you.   

I continue to be amazed by what we’re able to accomplish together.   
 

Andrea Benyovszky, Ph.D. 
Program Director 
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auction, “Auction with a Twist,” and 

“Mountain Movers” Fund a Need paddle 

raise.  

Following dinner, guests heard from CLC 

leadership who reflected on the many new 

and exciting changes taking place  

including our new school building and the 

opportunities it will provide for our  

students and families.   

Rick Keyes, President and CEO of Meijer, 

also provided a special reflection where 

he highlighted the Meijer family’s on-going 

dedication emphasizing a few of our  

organization’s most noteworthy  

accomplishments over the years. 

  

We thank you for joining us, for believing 

in our students, and for being a part of 

their journey.   

On October 8th 2019, supporters of CLC 

gathered to celebrate over 20 years of 

serving students with motor challenges 

here in West Michigan. The theme 

“Moving Mountains” highlighted our  

organization’s past while also showcasing 

our future aspirations - both as a school 

and for our students and their families.  

We are grateful to the JW Marriott Hotel 

for their generosity as our Presenting 

Sponsor and for their wonderful  

hospitality, delicious food, and top-notch 

service. The evening was a truly elegant 

affair thanks to their support.  

Thanks to the generous support of more 

than 330 guests, we were able to fund 

items needed to transform our new school 

space into the best learning environment 

possible through our exclusive live  

We would like to send a special thank you to 

Rick Keyes for showing his support for CLC 

in the Welcoming Address of our Evening of 

Celebration. We are grateful to Meijer for 

their on-going support and advocacy for 

conductive education! 

Rick Keyes, President and CEO of Meijer 

AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION 

If you were not able to be there with us, 

stay tuned for information and details  

regarding the 2020 Evening of Celebration 

that will showcase how we are “Stronger 

Every Day”.  We can’t wait to see you 

there!  

 

 



339  
Participants  

raised  

$258,715 

 

Presenting Sponsor 

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsor 

Richard H. Brown  
Foundation 

Partners 

Keith and Shelly Harrold 

Hoezee Wealth Management 

 

 

Because of you, we’ve been able to enrich our classrooms with many new items  

including… 

~ Area Rugs: Large, colorful area rugs provide designated space for traditional circle 

time classroom activities and age appropriate play spaces. 

 

~ Adaptive climbing wall: Installed in our multi-purpose room, the climbing wall provides 

a fun and motivating challenge that helps to support students’ coordination and motor  

learning.  

 

~ Counter cooktop and refrigerator: Because of these additions to our Young Adult life 

skills laboratory, our oldest students can learn the skills needed to maximize their inde-

pendence in life beyond the classroom.  

 

~ Learning without Tears Curriculum: Specifically designed for early learners, this  

curriculum provides supplemental tools for our classroom instruction for skills related to 

mathematics and literacy. 

THANK YOU  
FOR MOVING MOUNTAINS WITH US! 

Oct  
14 

Peter Albertini and Stephen Caudill 

EVENING OF  

CELEBRATION 2020 



Conductive Learning Center of North 

America (CLC) has been settling into our 

new space with the aim to increase  

capacity and serve a larger population of 

those living with motor challenges.  We 

were so excited to share our new home 

with our friends and supporters in the 

community by celebrating our official 

Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting of our 

new location at 2401 Camelot Court SE, 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546, on Wednesday, 

October 9th, 2019. 

For the first time in our twenty-one year 

history, we are able to offer programming 

in a space that has been specifically  

designed with the needs of our students in 

mind.  Our new facility includes increased 

access to specially equipped bathrooms 

and a custom-designed life skill learning 

lab which supports our oldest students’ 

goals related to their activities of daily  

living.   Our new home also features  

expanded spaces for our families and 

caregivers as well as a multi-purpose 

room that is outfitted with a variety of tools 

and equipment to support our students’ 

play skills and gross motor learning.  We 

are so thankful for the Board of Directors, 

our families, and the many supporters who 

have helped us to make this long-held 

dream a reality for our program and the 

students and families we serve. 

NEW FACILITY GRAND OPENING 

Kevin Quinn, PhD, Aquinas College President 

and Harry Knopke, PhD CLC Board President 

(President Emeritus Aquinas College) 

Senator Peter MacGregor  

Becki Agar, CLC Parent and supporter since 

1999 

Jan Vanderkooy, Property Co-Owner; Darrel Herweyer, Owner, DAR Development Inc. 



 

Opportunities available with our new  

facility: 

~ Increasing program capacity through 

the hiring of additional conductor-

teachers and administrative staff  

~ Development and launching of new  

programs including those designed 

for adults, as well as a reverse  

integrated preschool 

~ Increasing scholarship funding to 

eliminate financial barriers for  

families 

~ Building an outdoor play space 

equipped for students with motor 

impairments allowing all CLC  

students to access playground space 

for the first time 

~ Increasing visibility and impact 

through a robust marketing and  

communication plan 

 

Sponsor a Child Today! 

There are many families hoping their children can take advantage of the services  
Conductive Learning Center of North America has to offer, but need financial support.  

Please consider sponsoring a child today!  

Visit our website to learn more about how you can help transform the life of a child at CLC. 

www.conductivelearningcenter.org/sponsor-a-child 

With your help, the 

impossible becomes 

possible 

We are incredibly thankful for the contributions that have gotten us this far, but more  

community support is still needed to bring the project to its full completion. Projects still in 

progress for the campaign include Donor Recognition and Marketing, additional classroom 

equipment and technology purchases, the hiring of an additional conductor teacher, and  

exterior building projects including a canopy and playground.  

You can make a donation to the “Moving Forward Campaign” by contacting, Director of  

Development, Angela Freier, at afreier@conductivelearningcenter.org.  

 

To tour our new facility or to learn more about the conductive education program and how 

our new facility has improved this vital work, please contact Program Director, Andrea 

Benyovszky Ph.D. at abenyovszky@conductivelearningcenter.org.  

https://conductivelearningcenter.org/sponsor-a-child/
mailto:afreier@conductivelearningcenter.org
mailto:abenyovszky@conductivelearningcenter.org


 

Announcing CLC’s 

2020 Ambassador  
 

Bob VanDongen has been associated with 

CLC since first serving on the board in 2001.  

He has been a strong advocate for our  

program, and we are pleased to recognize 

him with this honor. Thank you, Bob, for 

building awareness of conductive education 

in our community and beyond!  

 

Thank you, Marge 

A special thank you to our out-going  

Ambassador, Marge Potter, who has been a 

wonderful advocate for the organization.   

We are so grateful for her continued support 

and advocacy. 

On February 21st, CLC celebrated  

National Conductive Education Day 2020 

by showing the world that we are getting 

Stronger Every Day!   

Through a school-wide open house, we 

opened our doors to the community to 

highlight how our students are working to 

get stronger through conductive education 

programming.   

Guests enjoyed a special peek into our 

classrooms as well as a special  

performance when students of all ages 

came together for a one-of-a-kind  

rendition of one of our favorite Hungarian 

songs.  The program concluded with the 

announcement of our CLC Ambassador 

for 2020. 

We are so grateful for all those who came 

to show their support of CLC and  

conductive education on this special day.  

If you were unable to attend the  

celebration, stay tuned for more  

information on upcoming events and  

National Conductive Education Day 2021.  

NATIONAL CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION DAY 2020 

Conductive Education Day 2020 cake-cutting celebration 

Newly announced CLC Ambassador 

Senator Peter MacGregor joins in the celebration with CLC  

students and families   

Friends of CLC gather to celebrate the accomplishments of our students  

during our annual National Conductive Education Day festivities  



We are thrilled to announce that we have once again 

been chosen as a charity partner for the Amway River 

Bank Run! With this opportunity, we aim to raise much 

needed support for our “Champion A Child” scholarship 

fund. The race date has officially been postponed until 

October 24TH – which will give us all extra time to dust 

off our running and walking shoes!  Stay tuned for more 

details, and if you’re interested in joining Team CLC, 

please email: info@conductivelearningcenter.org  

 

Oct  
24 

Mission Statement 

To provide opportunities for individuals with motor challenges to achieve optimal physical, cognitive and social independence through the  

application and promotion of conductive education principles.  

CLC is a 501(C)3 Organization               

 © 2020, Conductive Learning Center of North America 

 

 

… Meet Angela Freier 

My name is Angela Freier, and I am excited to be the newest member of 

the CLC Team! I came on board in March and will be serving as the  

Director of Development. My goals for CLC are very simple: I want to find 

every way possible to support the amazing work that is already going on! 

In just the few short weeks I have been a part of the organization, it has 

been evident that CLC is a very close knit family which includes  

dedicated students, parents, volunteers, and supporters who know how 

important this work is and why we should exist. My hope is to be able to 

bottle that inspiration and share it with the world. CLC has so much to 

offer, and I’m excited to be a part of its continuing success! 

A little about me: I’m originally from Flint and have been in West Michigan 

for 5 years. My most recent role was Development Director at Opera 

Grand Rapids. I live in Kentwood with my husband, Nathan, and two  

children, Abigail (5) and Graham (2). I enjoy many hobbies, most  

especially organizing, and I am a classically trained opera singer.  

AMWAY RIVER BANK RUN 2020 

mailto:teamclc@conductivelearningcenter.org

