
 

 

 

“Ask me not what I can do for children  
with Cerebral Palsy, but ask me  

what they can learn to do for themselves.”  

Dr. András Pető 

 
The first time I came I was a little hesitant. I had 
had a difficult experience the last time I tried  
Conductive Education at a camp in my home 
area. It took some persuasion by my mother to 
get me to come and try the CLC. But from that 
first session on, I knew I had found my place. 
Part of the reason I love coming back is because 
the staff is positive, uplifting, and encouraging. 
They always make me try my best. In the eight 
years I have been coming I normally come for 3 
or 4 weeks twice a year, the summer camp and a 
winter session and each time I come back most 
of my friends are back as well, with some new 
ones every once in a while. I feel a very close 
bond with my CLC friends.  
 
Finally the main reason I come to the CLC twice 
a year is because of the work. I'm not going to 
lie, it is hard work, but it has amazing benefits. 
For me it is easier to do everyday little things like 
putting on my shirt and taking off my braces and 
shoes. Without the CLC in my life who knows 
where I would be? And no matter what changes 
in my life, I know I will always have the CLC. 

My name is Maclean Sarr ... 
 

I am 17 years old from Westbrook Connecticut. I've been coming to the CLC since January of 2009, 
eight years. A lot has changed in those eight years I've been coming here in my own life. My family has 
moved from New Mexico to Connecticut. I have lived in four houses, gone to three different schools and 
lived in two different states during that time. I have also gone from a third grader to a junior in High 
School. Through all the changes in my personal life, the CLC has been a constant in my life.  
 
 

Maclean works with his peers during the lying program to improve his mobility and coordination. 

Director Column: 
 

Did you know that Dr. James B. House from Wisconsin State University was one of the first Americans 
to visit the birthplace of conductive education (CE) in Budapest, Hungary? After visiting the institute, 
known today as the András Pető College, Dr. House noted how he was particularly inspired by the spirit 
of  conductive education. He shared, “The children … were the most joyous children I’ve ever seen, 
even in normal settings. … it seemed like a birthday party where it was everybody’s birthday … and it 
was like this every day of the week. I felt that this was one institutional setting that provided these  
children with basis for living life at its fullest and learning to become mature, responsible human beings.”  
(Dr. House, October, 1968) 
 

Since Dr. House’s visit to Budapest, many CE programs have come and gone within North America;  
however, the greater Grand Rapids community not only adopted CE, but embraced it by establishing the 
first conductor-teacher training program here in 1999. Since then, the Conductive Learning Center has 
served hundreds of students and their families. In addition to local families, we have enrolled students 
from 38 states throughout the USA, as well those from Canada, Germany, Mexico and Nigeria.  
Dr. House was right. In our program, we do not need to have a “special” day in order to celebrate.  

  
You will see several of these accomplishments 
highlighted by snapshots and success stories 
throughout this newsletter.  
We are currently in the midst of our 18th school 
year. While we celebrate today, we are  
continuously looking forward to the future. Just 
like many 18 years olds, we are ready to move 
forward. Our Board of Directors, a team  
comprised of many dedicated professionals and 
community leaders, has completed a new  
strategic plan. We are ready to extend our  
relationships with other organizations and  
expand our conductive education services for 
those living with a motor disability and for their 
families.  
 

Andrea Benyovszky, Ph.D. 
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Where children with motor disorders gain independence and confidence” 



Staff enjoy learning about symptoms specific programs during the pre-congress workshop at the András Pető College 

Budapest - World Congress on  
Conductive Education 2016 

In December of 2016, the staff of the Conductive Learning Center had the wonderful  opportunity to 
attend the 9th World Congress on Conductive Education organized by the András Pető College (APC)  

International András Pető Association (IPA) and the András Pető Foundation in Budapest, Hungary.  

CLC staff presented on various topics throughout the Congress - including a total of six  
presentations and two posters. Additional responsibilities included leading round-table discussions 

and chairing presentation sessions.  

Throughout the week, staff also attended various presentations in order to further their knowledge 
about topics including neuroplasticity, CE practice around the world, research, spasticity treatment 

updates, and more.   

In addition to the academic program, it was wonderful to connect with "legends" from the CE World 
including Ildikó Kozma, Erzsébet Balogh, MD and Dr. Franz Schaffhauser, former presidents of the 

András Pető College.  

The staff is grateful to the Board of Directors for their support in order to make this opportunity  

possible.  

 Honorary  
Conductor 
Award 

A highlight from the Congress  
included when CLC’s very own Gyuri 
Benyovszky received the special award of  

Honorary Conductor.  

 

We were so happy to share in the  
celebration of his accomplishments as he  
received this well-deserved recognition. 
Through his continued work for CE, the CLC 
was recognized for its work as a leader in the 
field of Conductive Education. Thank you to 
Gyuri for all of his continued service and  
commitment to the students, families, and  

organization as a whole.   

World Congress Gala at the Vigadó, Budapest. 

 

Alicia, Laney, Kendle and Alex explore the theme “Let’s Go Camping” while learning motor skills. 

We are truly amazed with Alicia’s progress during the 
past four weeks. She entered the program as a  
happy child that could not sit independently, drink from 
a cup, or use the potty. She left the program as an 
even happier child, able to do all of those things, and 
more, with confidence and pride.  

Jill, mom of Alicia 

“Kendle has been given the opportunity to grow toward 
her full potential. At CLC, it has always been about her 
abilities and not her disabilities.” 

Molly, mom of Kendle 

“CLC gives us a hope Alexander is going to do  
everything he is meant to do, and has given our family 
the tools to help.” 

Amanda, mom of Alex 

“When she began attending CLC at 18 months old, our 
lives and dreams for Laney were forever changed.  

Jenny, mom of Laney 
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CLC Community Collaboration 

 

Throughout this school year, CLC has continued some long term collaborative efforts as well as  
started new partnerships within the greater Grand Rapids community. We are happy to  
announce that we have continued to work with Grand Valley State University as an approved site for 
field placement work for students in their Exercise Science major. Many of the college students who 
are finishing their undergraduate work in this field are looking to continue onto graduate school in the 
fields of occupational and/or physical therapy or pediatric medicine. During the semester long  
placement, students complete 112 hours of hands-on work at CLC to further their experience working 
with  
children with physical impairments. This partnership has continued to grow over the past three years. 
We have been pleased to hear the positive comments from these college students about their  

meaningful experiences working with our wonderful children. 

This year has also been exciting as we have partnered with Governor’s State University on a  
research project regarding toilet training success in conductive education. We are proud to say we are 
one of a few sites around the country participating in this collaborative effort, and we are hopeful to 

see positive results from this research.  

A third, and more recent collaboration, has started with the Mary Free Bed YMCA. During the  
November 2016 session, our adolescent/young adult students began utilizing this state of the art  
facility. The students had the chance to use exercise equipment which was accessible from a wheel 
chair, as well as learned to transfer on and off of various strength and cardio equipment. All of the 
students were excited for this opportunity and it was helpful to learn how they might be able to use 
what they learned when traveling back to their own communities across the country. One of the most 
exhilarating moments was when each student was able to put their strength, coordination, and  
problem solving skills they have worked on so hard at CLC to the test as they tried out the climbing 

wall at the YMCA.  

We are thankful for the opportunity to use this facility and for the helpfulness of all staff members. We 

are looking forward to continuing this relationship in the future.  

Save the Date for our Fall Gala 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

CLC Adolescent group students enjoy the sunshine after a good workout at Mary Free Bed YMCA. 



ACENA 
 
The Association for Conductive Education in North America (ACENA) is a professional organization 
that works to promote and support the practice of conductive education in the United States, Canada 

and Mexico. Since its inception in 2006, the organization has focused on: 

 Facilitating collaboration between conductive education professionals, individuals with motor  
challenges/their families, and their communities  

 Identifying and promoting the quality standards of conductive education programs 

 Offering continuing education for the practice of conductive education  

 Providing networking opportunities for persons involved with conductive education programs 

 Increasing awareness of conductive education as an education model for people affected with 
motor disabilities  

In order to help further this mission, CLC staff members have had a strong presence on the ACENA 
board from the beginning.  At this time, three staff members are currently serving in  
various elected positions. Program Director, Andrea Benyovszky, PhD, is the current ACENA  
President, while conductor-teachers Alana Curtin and Elizabeth Filkins hold the Director of Practice 

and Director of Membership rolls, respectively.   

The organization has had an active start to the 2016-2017 school year. This fall, representatives from 
the CLC staff presented on behalf of ACENA at a regional United Cerebral Palsy conference for  
families in Portland, Oregon. The presentation was well-received and gave an overview of  
conductive education. Additionally, the team also worked to coordinate a professional development  
opportunity for ACENA members featuring a presentation by Anna Kelemen MD, PhD, a  
Neurologist and Child Neurologist at the National Institute of Neurosciences Epilepsy Center and  

Research and Medical Director of the András Pető College, both located in Budapest, Hungary.  

ACENA has an assortment of membership types available – including those designed for  
professionals in the field, as well as parents and participants in conductive education. If you  

are interested in learning more about ACENA or becoming a member, please see the ACENA website. 

www.acena.org 

CLC students and staff show love for all of our friends and supporters. 

Help more students gain access to CE services by  

participating in the 5/3 River Bank Run  

which supports CLC’s scholarship fund.  

 
Wish List 
Thank you to all of our friends and supporters 
for your ongoing support of CLC.  
We appreciate all you have done and  
continue to give to the students. The school 
is always in need of a few items large and 
small. Please see our wish list for ideas of 
how to support the students learning at CLC 
below. 
 

 Colorful pipe cleaners 

 Portable projector 

 Amazon gift cards 

 External CD drive 

 Washable tempera or finger paint 

 iTunes gift cards 

 Colorful tissue paper  

Upcoming Events 
 

 May 13th, 2017 is the annual 5/3rd River 
Bank Run. This year the Conductive 
Learning Center is an official Charity 
Partner. All of the money raised will be 
used for CLC’s “Champion a Child” 
scholarship fund. If interested in joining 
“Team CLC,” please email the address 
listed below.  

 

 October 10th, 2017 is CLC’s annual gala 
and fundraising event. The evening will 
include an auction and dinner, as well as 
an inspiring message. Stay tuned for 
future updates!  

 
 

For more information please contact: 

info@conductivelearningcenter.org.   



 
The Conductive Learning Center celebrated 

National Conductive Education Day by  

embracing the theme Stand Up for Conductive 

Education on February 16th, 2017.  

We are so proud of the accomplishments of all 

of our students and we were happy to share 

some of those successes during a special 

news segment. We also enjoyed a fun time 

together with the families and friends of CLC 

at the CE Day Carnival.   

Help more students gain access to CE services by  

participating in the 5/3 River Bank Run  

which supports CLC’s scholarship fund.  

CLC Alumni 
 

The Conductive Learning Center has had the pleasure of seeing some familiar faces return in recent 
months, namely CLC alumni whom date back as far as their participation in the early childhood group  
during the summer school of 1999.  These individuals came back for more than just a visit. They gave 
back to the school by offering their time and talents to a variety of projects. 
 
Sarah McCabe, is now a junior at the University of Illinois and is majoring in communication.  With her 
previous media experience, such as writing blogs for the university, she was quite an asset.  She  
returned this summer on a regular basis to help create and submit CLC Facebook posts, offer  
recommendations on how to improve the school website and help plan a school party, among a variety 
of other tasks. She says, "I believe in paying it forward … as I have so much appreciation and I can't  

imagine not coming back." 

John Agar, a junior at Aquinas College, is majoring in sports management and business administration 
and minoring in communication.  He also lent his talents to the school media outlets this summer.  
Johnny continued his personal work motivating and advocating for those with disabilities by  
participating in the Iron Man Triathlon in Kona, Hawaii during the Fall of 2016. We are proud of his 
accomplishments and continued advocacy for CLC and conductive education. When asked what his 
favorite part about returning was, he said "being able to come back and see people (new CLC  

families) and explain what the center can do for them." 

Nathaniel Gilmore is a friendly face that has continued his involvement through the school year.  He  
volunteers his time at least once a week in the classrooms.  He enjoys motivating the younger  

children, assisting the conductors and helping with any given task that needs to get done around CLC. 

Lily Conklin has also returned to work in the classrooms during the CLC summer camp.  She assisted 

the conductors as they needed as well as motivated the children and offered her help with any general 

project around the school.  Her help was greatly appreciated. 

CLC students celebrate National Conductive Education Day. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Conductive Learning Center 

2428 Burton S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

Phone: 616.575.0575 

 

 

 

Visit Us 
www.conductivelearningcenter.org 

Follow us  on Facebook! 

Thank You for Supporting  

Conductive Learning Center 

Students on their Path Towards  

Greater Independence! 

The Parent and Child group celebrate a successful session. 


